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Committee Readies No Child Left Behind for Introduction 
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• Today, nearly 70 percent of inne
• The Bush proposal establishes a
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The House Education & the Workforce Committee is preparing to 
introduce the President’s No Child Left Behind reform plan before the 
Easter recess.  The bill, to be introduced as H.R. 1, will reflect the 
president’s key priorities of flexibility, accountability, and choice to 
help close the achievement gap between disadvantaged students and 
their peers. 
 
The academic achievement gap between rich and poor, Anglo and 
minority remains wide, and in some cases is growing wider.  Robert 
Kennedy once called the achievement gap between disadvantaged 
students and their peers “a stain on our national honor.”  We cannot 
let this tragedy continue unchecked. 
 
The No Child Left Behind plan refocuses federal education spending 
back toward its original goal of helping America’s disadvantaged 
students.  It establishes a system of rewards and sanctions for states 
and school districts to hold them accountable for increasing student 
achievement. 
 
The president’s message is clear:  We must encourage states and 
school districts to implement innovative solutions to educate our 
children, but we must also hold them accountable for improving 
student achievement.  
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Giving states and local schools 
more flexibility will improve 
student performance. 

But we can’t have real 
accountability without real 
consequences for chronic 
failure. 

The President’s plan gives 
parents the option of removing 
their children from failing 
schools and sending them to a 
different public school or a 
private school after three years 
of certified failure.   
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